Matthew 2:1-2
Cheat Codes - Nov 16, 2025

Message Recap

We all reach moments where we realize we’ve been busy but not better. Running hard...but not
moving forward. Trying, planning, pushing, yet feeling stuck, like we’re playing a game without
knowing the rules.

Wisdom is God’s “cheat code.” It doesn’t erase challenges; it reveals the strategy behind them.
It guides us into decisions that work for us instead of against us.

Proverbs 4:7 tells us that wisdom is available, but it isn’t casual. It costs comfort, excuses, and
old patterns. We miss wisdom not because God hides it, but because we refuse to slow down
long enough to seek it.

The Christmas story gives us a vivid picture of this through the Magi. They weren’t religious
insiders, they were seekers. They acted on the little light they had, while others who had more
revelation did nothing. That’s wisdom: not knowing everything, but moving toward the light you
do have.

Icebreaker / Personal Reflection

e Icebreaker:
Share with the Group your favorite Thanksgiving traditions in your family...and of course, your
favorite Thanksgiving dish :)

¢ Reflection:
Where in this message did you feel God nudging you — an area where you need to slow down,
look up, or seek wisdom more intentionally?

Discussion Questions

* Why is awareness such a crucial first step toward wisdom? What are some “stars” - signs,
patterns, convictions - God may be putting in front of you that you’ve been too distracted to
notice?

Leader Tip: Encourage your group to share simple, everyday moments where God may have
been speaking but they realized later they missed it. Awareness often grows through honest
reflection.



e Which “cost” of wisdom is hardest for you right now: comfort, schedule, habits, or pride?
What'’s one small shift that would help you seek wisdom more intentionally this week?

Leader Tip: Gently guide the conversation away from guilt and toward practical next steps -
small habits, rhythms, or priorities that open space for God’s voice.

* The Magi followed what they could see, not what they could understand. Where do you
sense God asking you to take a step — even though you don’t have the full picture?
What holds you back from taking that step?

Leader Tip: Help the group focus on “the next faithful step,” not the whole journey. Remind
them that clarity often comes through motion, not before it.

”

¢ Following the light means walking through some darkness. Share a time when the “light
seemed dim in your life. What helped you keep walking instead of quitting?

Leader Tip: Create a safe, grace-filled space...there’s potential for vulnerability here. The goal
isn’t solving problems, it’s naming them, supporting one another, and pointing toward God’s
presence in the process.

e What does it look like for you to seek Jesus “with all your heart” in this season? Where do
you need to slow down, quiet down, or reorient your focus so you don’t miss the “light” God
is providing?

Leader Tip: Push toward application. Ask: “What’s one thing you will intentionally seek this
week, and what light has God already given you to follow?”

For Additional Study

Matthew 7:7-8 — Ask, Seek, Knock
Jesus promises that those who genuinely seek will find.

* What keeps people from seeking persistently?
» What step of seeking, asking, or knocking do you need to take this week?

1 Kings 19:11-13 — God Speaks in a Whisper
Elijah expected God in the dramatic moments, but God revealed Himself in the
stillness.

* What does this teach us about slowing down and listening for wisdom?
* Where might God be whispering in your life right now?



